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« proper use of the law, which I fear, after our time, will 

« be trodden under foot, and utterly abolished, by the x 

« enemies of the Truth.“ : 
Lurutr's Commentary on the Galatians, P. 153, 


8 


1 ES n 5 f ws 
A CEE IT TH ey Ong Oe TY IRS > OO PE COTE A 


* 
* —— a 


— * * K 


. iS EE WRECA I SL MESS 


LONDON: "i 


PRINTED AND $OLD BY T. CHAPMAN, FLEET-STREET ; | 
I SOLD ALSO BY C. DiII Y, Iy THE PoULTRY; | 4 
= J, MATTHEWS, STRAND; AND G, PASMORE, 


* , 

11 
8 KENSINGTOx. : if 
> I ö 
. | 
wy 1 
uy 1 
72 
he I! 
by | 
* 0 


is 4 
* 
e 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following plain diſcourſe was neither com- 
poſed, nor delivered, with the moſt diſtant idea of 

its appearance before the Public. | 
The Preacher is ſenſible that it is deſtitute of thoſe 
charms of novelty, of thoſe flowers of rhetoric, or 
fallies of imagination, which may be neceſſary to 


recommend a diſcourſe to the refined taſte of the 


age. Though ſeveral who heard it ſignified their 


wiſh for its publication, that ſhould not have been com- 


plied with, had it not been accompanied with the of- 
fer of defraying the whole expence, ſo that the entire 
ſale, without deduction, ſhould be appropriated to 
the uſe of the Miss10nary Society. It was thought 


that it might be of ſervice to ſome beyond the limits 


of a circumſcribed audience; and that it may be ſo, 
is the ſincere wiſh and prayer of its Author, by which 
he ſhould think himſelf amply rewarded, 
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GALATIANS, ü. 1 9. 
Wherefore then serveth the law ? 


THE inſpired author of this epiſtle was an eminent 
** preacher and defender of the Chriſtian faith. 


Moſt ſtrenuouſly did he aſſert the doctrines of grace, 


and a free and full ſalvation through the Saviour's 
obedience and death. We find him repeatedly and 
explicitly vindicating theſe important truths that 
believers in Jeſus Chriſt are delivered from the curſe 
of the law; that the law has no power to condemn 
ſuch ; and that, as they do not expect, nor ſeek for 
juſtification by the works of the law, or any obedi- 
ence to it, ſo neither need they be afraid of condem- 
nation as the conſequence of Having violated it. St. 


Paul ſpeaks of the law as having loſt all pewer to 


condemn the Chriſtian ; in this reſpect the believer is 


looſed from it, and the law is become inefficacious 
and dead. 


This appears to be the leading ſcope of the Apo- 


ſtle's reaſoning in the ſeven firſt chapters of his epi- 


ſtle to the Romans, and likewiſe in this epiſtle to the 
Galatians. | 


The 


of circumciſion. 2 


TT) | 


The Churches of Galatia were planted by the 
Apoſtle Paul's own miniſtry ; and chiefly conſiſted of 
Gentile converts, who were admitted to alt the privi- 
leges and bleſſings of the Goſpel, without any regard 
to the ceremonies of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, which 
were aboliſhed. „ lO 

This gave great offence to certain Judaizing teach- 
ers, who, from a miſtaken idea of the Goſpel, wanted 
to join with it Jewiſh ceremonies, and, particularly, 
to inculcate upon converts to Chriſtianity the neceſſity 


St. Paul's firm oppoſition: to this tenet led them to 
impugn his apoſtolical character and authority. He, 
therefore, begins this epiſtle with proving the divinity 
of his miſſion and doctrine; and then proceeds, from 
a variety of convincing arguments, to eſtabliſh and 


vindicate the important truth of the ſinner's juſtifica- 


tion before God, alone through faith in Chriſt, with- 
out any works, either of the ceremonial or of the 
AMT. Re 
The apoftle explains the fpiritual nature and exten- 
five demands of the divine law; denounces the pu- 
niſhment threatened upon dere ter proves man's 
inability, through the fall, to fulfil its demands; and 


| ſhews, that the broken law affords no relief to tranf. 
greſſors; that an imperfe& obedience falls ſhort of 


its requiſitions, and cannot atone for paſt guilt. 

Hence he diſcovers the dangerous error of thoſe, 
who ſeek for acceptance with God by the works of 
the law, whether moral or ceremonial; . “ for if 
© righteouſnefs come by the law, then Chriſt is dead 


in vain4;” f. e. if righteouſneſs to eternal life 
were by our obedience to the law, under any conſide- 


ration whatever, this would be a virtual declaration 

that the death of Chriſt was inſufficient for that pur- 

pole, and a renunciation of all hope from that quar- 
| * Gal. ii. 16. &c, 7 Chap. ii. 21. 

ter. 


Cp 


ter,” He ſhews the inconſiſtency of - hoping. to be 
Juſtified,: partly by works, and partly by grace; « if 

„ by grace, thes 1 is it no more of works, otherwiſe 

grace is no more grace; but if it be of works, 
« then is it no more grace, otherwiſe work is no 
* more work. And he delivers a ſolemn warning, 
addreſſed to thoſe who truſt in their own obedience 
as the of their acceptance with God; . Chriſt 
« is become of no effect unto you; whoſoever . of 

« you are Juſtified by the law, ye are fallen rem 

« grace f. 

In the chapter whence my text is taken, the Apoſtle 
eſtabliſhes this doctrine of juſtification by faith in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt only, from various topics of 
argument; - from the example of Abraham's juſtiſi 


35 cation from the tenor of the law, and the ſeverity 


of its curſe ||; — and allo, from the ſtability of Gods 
gracious promiſe, which the giving of the law at 
mount Sinai could | not © diſannul, that it ſhould 
make the promiſe of none effect q. 

St. Paul, however, in his zeal for the doctrine of 
juſtification by Chriſt, without the Works of the law, 
was aware of an objection which might be ſtarted, and 
2 ſpecious argument which might be adduced againſt 
it. You ſay, that we cannot expect to be 1 5 
„ fied. by * to the law, neither need. 
* Chriſtian believers be afraid of condemnation by 
_ © itscurle, though they have broken it; if, then, we 
<« are not to ſeek juſtification by obedience, and are 
delivered by Chriſt from the puniſhment threaten- 
% ed on diſobedience, wherefore then ſerveth the 
& law, ſeeing that Chriſtians have neither life to 
6 hope, nor death to dread, from it? —“ Is not this,“ 
may an objector ſay, to cancel all farther obliga- 
4 — boos Chriſtians to regard the law of God? 


Rom. xi. 6 + Gal. v. 4. 1 Ch. i ii. * Verse 10. 
Verses 15—38. 


* 


12 


« Js not this to break down the boundary of duty— 
« to confound the difference between good and evil ? 
« Yea, is not this to maintain a doctrine leading to 
1 licentiouſneſs, and rendering Chriſt the miniſter of 
« fn 2? 
I0o ſuch a plauſible objection an objection, which, 
we know, hath frequently been raiſed againſt this . 
trine, we are authoriſed to make the ſame reply, which 
the Apoſtle elſewhere doth; What ſhall we ſay then? 
« Shall we continue in fin that grace may abound ! 
* God forbid *!” Such licentiouſneſs proceeds from 
a groſs abuſe of this important truth, 
As we live, my brethren, in an age wherein error on 
this ſubject prevails, it becomes the more neceſſary that 
your minds ſhould be well eſtabliſhed, and that you 
ſhould diſtinguiſh between the proper uſe and the abuſe 
of this doctrine. We know that the law is good, 
<«< if a man uſe it lawfully.” Guarding then, againſt 
the Scy/la and Charybais of thoſe miſtakes, which, 
on the one hand, encourage a deluſive expectation of 
eternal life by the works of the law, and any imperfe& 
obedience we can render to it; or which, on the other, 
would inſinuate that the law: i is ſet aſide under, and 
repugnant to the liberty of the Goſpel-diſpenſation, 
I ſhall endeavour to reſolve the inquiry ſuggeſted in 
my text, by ſhewing the perpetuity, and the various 
important uſes of the moral law of God, unto the end 
of time. 

Firſt, The moral law ſerves to convince of ſin. 

That law, which was originally written upon Adam's 
heart in a ſtate of innocence, was alſo reduced to the 
form of a covenant between God and man ; but Adam, 
having violated the divine command, and offending 
in one point, became guilty of all; henceforward, 
he, and all his poſterity, whoſe federal head he was, 
forfeited all claim to the life promiſed to obedience, 


* Rom. we. 30 
and 


e — 
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and incurred the threatening, and the ſentenceof death, 
denounced againſt tranſgreſſion. Nor, in this ſtate 


of degenerate nature, can any of Adam's depraved 


offspring preſent an obedience adequate to the law's 


demand. When the Lord God renewed the publi- 
cation of the law upon mount Sinai, and knowing 
this ſtate of moral inability, he did ſo, not from any 
expeQation or deſign that ſinful man, by his obe- 
dience, ſhould obtain pardon and acceptance, but in 


order that, by comparing his heart and life with the 
_ requiſitions of the pure and perfect law, he might thus 


be brought under a conviction of guilt. The Apoſtle 
Paul ſanctions this aſſertion : “ Now we know that 
ce what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them 


© who are under the law; that every mouth may be 


<« ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty * 2 
© fore God. Therefore, by the deeds of the law, 


| © there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight; for by 


* the law is the knowledge of ſinꝰ: And again he in- 
timates, that the law could not give life, “in that it 
* was weak through the fleſht.” Thus he ſhews us 
how impoſſible it is for a ſinner to be juſtified by any 
obedience he yields to the law; but Wis 3 impoſhbility 
ariſes, not from any inſufficiency i in the law to make 
good the promiſe of life upon perfect obedience ; but 
from the corruption of nature involving us in guilt, 


and thus rendering us incapable of anſwering its just- 
demands, or abſolving us from deſerved puniſhment. 
Whilſt the law of God requires a righteouſneſs of 


perfect conformity to it, to render us acceptable in 


his ſight, it, at the ſame time, ſhews the ſinner his own 


unrighteouſneſs ; ; it convinces and condemns him; it 


makes him feel his own weakneſs ; it points out to 
him his impurity; it confounds and humbles him be- 


fore a holy God. 


Thus, by comparing ourſelves with the purity and 
requiſitions of the divine law, we ſhall be led, as in 


* Rom. 111, 19, 20. + Rom, viii. 3. 


a faithful 


(16 ) 

4 faithful mirror held up to view, to diſcover a true 
repreſentation of our hideous deformity. Hence the 
law, which ſhews our tranſgreſſion,“ worketh wrath,” 
by declaring the puniſhment which is the neceſſary 
conſequence of ſin. It binds the ſinner over as a cri- 
minal againſt God, and denounces condemnation, 
unleſs ſome higher than man or angel interpoſe to 
ſave. On thele accounts the law may fitly be ſtiled, 
© the miniſtration of death,“ and © of condemnation,” 
and © the ſtrength of fin,” whilſt it affords no ſtrength 
or means to evade its awful ſentence, ** Curſed is every 
< one that continueth not in all things which are writ- 
& ten in the book of the law to do them“. In one 
word, the moral law of God ſerves to prove and ſet be- 
fore us our ruin and condemnation without aSaviour+. 

Conſult St. Paul's own experience, in illuſtra- 
tion of this point. 1s the lau fin? God for- 
« bid. Nay, I had not known fin, but by the law} ;”? 
i. e. had not been convinced of the evil nature, 
nor humbled on account of the exceeding ſinfulneſs, 
of thoſe fecret and inordinate affections working 
within my breaſt, had it not been for the light and 
authority of God's pure and holy law.” He proceeds; 
& without the law, fin was dead; before I knew 
the ſpiritual nature and extenfive demands of the law, 
I had no ſenſe of fin;” for I was alive without the 
lau once : Before I obtained a true knowledge of 
* my own heart, by the enlightening rays of God's 
Spirit diſcovering to me my impurity, when com- 
* pared with the holy law of God, my preſumptuous 
é hopes of being juſtified before God were alive, and 


* Gal. ni. 10, 
+ A man,” says Archbishop LEICHT, © will never go to 
4“ Christ, so long as he is not convinced of misery without him, 
“ of impoteney in himself, and in all others to help him. The pro- 
“ mise of ease and refreshment sounds sweet after the thunderings 
& and lightnings of Mount Sinai.“ —Lg16 aTon's Works, p. 374. 


} Rom. vii. 7, &c. | 
„J thought 


c 41 


& I thought that, by virtue of my external obedience 
ce to the letter of the law, I was entitled to eternal 


life; but when the commandment came, ſhining in its 


* purity, and operating with power, fin revived; a 
e clear and lively ſenſe of guilt ſhot, like a piercing 
© arrow, through all my foul, I ſaw myſelf charge- 
© able with many paſt provocations; I felt myſelf 
$6 i Iabgock to much remaining corruption; in conſe- 


&« quence of which, / died. My vain conceits were 


ce blaſted ; my preſumptuous hopes expired; I could 


not but acknowledge myſelt juſtly liable to con- 


© demnation and death“; and = the commandment 
* which was ordained to life, had man perfectly obey- 
ed it, being now a broken covenant, and ſo be- 
come weak through the fleſh, I found, through my 
* diſobedience, 1% be unto death, juſtly condemning 
e me to death and miſery, as the truit of my ſin.?” 
Thus it is that the law, inſtrumentally, in the hands 
of the divine Spirit, convinceth of fin. 

Examine, Sirs, whether your experience correſponds 
with that of the holy Apoſtle in this matter, and whe- 
ther © ſin by the commandment hath become to you 
exceeding ſinful: If fo, you will confeſs, before 
God, the depravity of your nature, and the diſobe- 
dience of your lives; you will dread fin as the greateſt 
of evils, and you will look, by faith, to that Al- 
mighty Saviour, who fled from the wrath to 
come. — For, 

Secondly, The moral law is ſubſervient to the end 
of bringing us to Chriſt. 

The Apoſtle- declared that he found the com- 
© mandment to be unto death; its theatenings con- 
demned him; in this glaſs he ſaw himſelf a loſt and 
undane finger, What then? Was his ſtate utterly 
remedileſs? No; whilſt he was excited to inquire 
whether there was any hope for him elſewhere ; whilſt 


believing, that though he * had deſtroyed himſelf, 


IIxRVET's Theron and Aspasio, vol. ii. dial, i ix. PP. 20, 21. 


18 
yet in God his help was to be found.“ Happy he, 
who, driven from every falſe refuge, is forced to cry 
out, © Lord, fave, or I periſh, and who is led to 
ſeek after, and cordially to embrace, the ſalvation of 
the Goſpel ! | | 

This ſalutary purpoſe ſerveth the law. © Is the 
s law then againſt the promiſes of God? God for- 
bid: But the Scripture hath concluded all under 
< ſin, that the promiſe, by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, might 
< be given to them that believe. Wherefore the law 
< was our ſchoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that 
es we might be juſtified by faith“. Not, as a ju- 
dicious Divine obſerves, that the law of itſelf can 
< bring any man to Chriſt ; but as it ſhews a man his 
« need of Chriſt ; ſtrips him of all confidence in his 
© own goodneſs and righteouſneſs ; brings him to 
« ſee himſelf under the curſe ; ſtings his conſcience 
< with a painful ſenſe of guilt ; and, like the avenger 
© of blood, compels him to fly to the city of refuge, 
< as the only hope ſet before him.” 

It is thus with a condemned criminal, when alive 
to a ſenſe of his danger, and when he finds himſelf 
bound under a ſentence of death. How anxiouſly 
will he feek after a way of eſcape! How importu- 
nately will he implore merey, if but a poſſibility of 
obtaining it! and Oh! how gratefully will he accept 
that mercy, when the judge holds out to him a pro- 
mile of beſtowing it: You may profeſs to believe 
in Chriſt for ſalvation ; but if you have never been 
convinced of the evil of ſin; if the terrors of the 
law have never alarmed your guilty conſciences ; if 
you have never beheld yourſelves 3 to a ſen- 
tence of death and condemnation; if not made ſen- 
fible that by the deeds of the law you cannot be juſ- 
tified ; if you have never ſeen your own righteouf. 


* Gal. iii. 21, 22. 25. | 
+. STAFFoRD on the Seventh of the Romans, p. 154. 


neſa 


© TY ) 


neſs to be as filthy rags, you will never prize the re- 
medy of God's providing ; you will never flee to 
Jeſus Chriſt as the hope ſet before you; nor can you 
be ſaid truly to have believed in him to the ſaving of 
your ſouls. How great the difference, then, between 
the nominal profeſſor, and the true believer ! 

Now, this is the merciful and gracious deſign of 
God, in promulgating the law to fallen man, “ with 
« a curſe annexed to the leaſt breach of it, that he 
© might ſhut up every other door of hope againſt man, 


s except that in which alone it becomes the majeſty of 


God to be merciful in pardoning ſinners, that is, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. -The thunders and light- 
* nings from mount Sinai are deſigned to make us ac- 
count ourſelves unſpeakably —＋ in being allowed 
„ acceſs to mount Sion, the church of the redeemed 
by the blood of Chriſt“.“ 


Then, how joyful the tidings to the trembling of. 


fender, the convinced ſinner, to hear of a ranſom pro- 
vided—of a Saviour, as able as he is willing, to ſave 
all that come unto God by him! How ineſtimabl 
precious will the blood, and how unſpeakably glort- 
ous will the righteouſneſs, of Immanuel appear in the 
view of the ſelf-condemned tranlgreſſor! Yes, 


The ransom was paid down; the fund of heay'n, 

Heav*n's inexhaustible, exhausted fund, 

Amazing and amaz d pour'd forth the price, 

All pom beyond : though curious to 2 

Archangels fail'd to caſt the mighty sum 

How full of encouragement and . will ſuch 

Scripture declarations as theſe then appear!“ Being 
* juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
6 — that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ct 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood 
to declare his righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, 


Vxxx's Complete Duty of Man p. 134. 
+ YouxG's Night Thoughts, b. iv. 10 236. 
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e and the juſtiſier of him which believeth in Jeſus“.“ 
« There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them 
* which are in Chriſt Jeſus+.” © Chriſt is the end 
< of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
* heveth?.” | 

The deepeſt conviction, therefore, of the evil and 
aggravated nature of the ſinner 's offences againſt God, 
though of a ſcarlet dye and crimſon hue, gives no 
quit occaſion for deſpair. God thus wounds, that he 
may heal ; he kills, that he may make alive; he drives 
the ſinner from falſe refuges of hes, that he may come 
to himſelf for life and ſalvation through his incarnate 
Son; and, that thus the glory of his pardoning grace 
may be diſplayed in pardoning iniquity. God, my 
brethren, in the language of divine condeſcenſion, 
ſtooping to human weaknels, thus invites every mourn- 
ing penitent. Come, now, and let us reaſon to- 
ce gether, {att the Lord: though your fins be as 
_ < {carlet, they ſnall be as white as ſnow; though they 
< he red like crimfon, they ſhall be as Wool.“ In 
Eke manner, the Saviour of ſinners declares, <* Him 
< that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
Thus, by the terrors of the law, when accompanied 
with the energy of the divine Spirit, the ſinner is 
humbled through a fight of his miſerable condition, 
and he becomes perſuaded to embrace with thank- 


fulneſs the gractous deliverance made known to him 
in the Goſpel . 


Thirdly, 


* Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. 4 Rom. viii. 1. 4 Rom. x. 4. 
& Ismiah i. 18. Jol, vi. 37. 

q © The law muſt be our schoolmaster to bring vs unto 
& Christ.“ Without a discovery of sin and misery by the law, the 
sinner will never flee to him who © is the end cf the law for 
* righteousness to every one that believeth. The inner is in 
& this case just like a mariner at sea, sailing upon a shattered and 
„ broken bottom, not far from u great rock, So long as he ap- 


„ prchends 


1 
Thirdly, The law is of ſtanding uſe as a preſerra- 


tive againſt ſin. 
It is the ſtandard of good and evil, and makes 
known what is pleaſing or diſpleaſing in the fight of 
God. It is an unerring directory of duty, and, by 
means of its threatenings for diſobedience, proves a 
falutary check to the corrupt paſſions of ungodly 
men. It operates to reſtrain thoſe vices from break= 
ing forth in outward deeds, which lurk in the hearts 
of finners. And thus, by virtue of its ſandtion, ir 
ferves to deter thoſe from rebelling againſt God, 
whom more generous motives will not reſtrain “. 
When we conſider the deſperate wickedneſs and 
deceitfulneſs of the human heart; that it is as © 2 
cage of unclean birds, and the fountain of all evil, 
ſo far from wondering at the open enormities of the 
wicked, it rather becomes matter of ſurpriſe that 
this earth is not overwhelmed with the deluge of fin. 
Now the law of God, written on the conſcience, as 
well as externally revealed, ſerves as a bit, or bridle, 


« prehends his vessel to be good enough, or sufficient to carry hicm 
4 to land, he will still cleave to it, refusing to throw himself upon 
ce the rock for safety; but, when the winds and waves beat upon 
* the ship, and break her in pieces, then, and not till then, wil 
c he cast himself upon the rock. 80 is it here. While the 
cc Sinner apprehends he can do well enough upon the broken bot- 


4 


ings, he will never betake himself to Christ, the rock of ages; 
* but when a hail- storm sweeps down the refuge of lies, and lets 
4 him see that if he stay on this bottom of the Jaw, he must ine- 
46 vitably sink into the bottom of hell, then, and never till then, 
« doth the man cry with the jailor, What shall I do to he saved?“ 
| | ExSK1SE's Sermons, p. 119. 
* When, by the instrumentality of the law, and the illumination 
ct 
s are taught to see our danger; then we are made to fee! our mi- 
&* .gery ; and then we shall no longer sleep in security, but solicit- 
« ously look out for deliverance, and gladly accept the sovereiga 
% remedy.” | 
HeRver's Dialogues, vel. ii. p. 23. 
* 1 Tim. i. 9. 
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to reſtrain thoſe who may not be won over to the 


practice of obedience by more engaging motives, 


The heart may remain ſtill at enmity with God, 
and ſecretly continue in love with fin, while the 
threatened terrors of the law may impreſs a fear of 
ſinning, from a dread of God as the Judge of all, 
and who hath declared that he will, by no means, 
clear the guilty. 3 

It is thus with human laws, which enact puniſh- 
ment upon tranſgreſſion proportioned to the offence. 
The fear of puniſhment may reſtrain the evil actions 
of thoſe, who, at the ſame time, hate the law, and 
would evade its authority, could they be ſure of re- 


maining undiſcovered, or eſcaping with impunity. 


In both reſpe&s, much evil and open wickedneſs, ' 
which would otherwiſe follow, are prevented ; the 
peace and ſafety of human ſocieties from the violence 
of the wicked are, in a meaſure, preſerved ; and many 
are kept from ſinful exceſſes, who remain unallured 
to the practice of morality or piety by any delight 
in the laws either of God or man. 

Fourthly, The law alſo ſerves a valuable end to 
believers in Chriſt as a rule of life *. 


| Though 


It becomes the more necessary explicitly to state and vindi- 
cate this point, since the old Antinomian heresy, that“ believers 
have nothing to do with the law, and that * it detracts from the 
freedom of divine grace, and the liberty of the Gospel to maintain 
its binding obligation,” has been revived in the present day. 

Besides those of professed Antinomian principles and practices, 
it is to be feared that there are not a few truly worthy and serious 


persons, especially among those who sit under the most evangeli- 


cal preaching, whose minds, constantly guarded against the errors 

of Arminianism, are insensibly warped towards the dangerous rocks 
of ntinomianism. To enable his hearers and readers to steer 
equally clear of these dangerous rocks, was the leading object of the 
preacher of this discourse. 

An ingenious author thus accounts for the prevalence of Antino- 
mianism. He stiles it “a sort of surfeit, which in all churches 
&* has been found to sueceed a plenty of evangelical preaching. 
When the merit of works is exploded, when free justification is 


« preached 


* 


Though ſuch are delivered from the law as a cove- . 
nant of works, and from its condemning ſentence, 
| | yet 


er preached, when the unworthy are encouraged to hope for a free 
* pardon of all their sins, and so on; it is generally seen, some 
* zealous preachers overshoot the mark, and generate doctrinal An- 
tinomianism.”— He adds, © one plain distinction, methinks, 
would prevent error on this article; good works are not essen- 
e tial to jus/ification ; good works are essential to Salvation. 

'  Roznins0N's Translation of CLAUDE, vol. ii. p. 260. n. 


And it hath been well observed, that “ there is as great an avi- 
« dity in many hearers to receive, as in preachers to diffuse such 
& gentiments.“ e 

That the obligation of the moral law is not relaxed underthe Gos- 
pel, has been the uniform sentiment of all the reformed Churches, and 
the most eminent Divines. HE VIITRH ARTICIE of the Caurca 
of ENGLAND declares, “ Although the law given from God by 
Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, do not bind Christian 
* men, nor the civil precepts thereof, ought of necessity to be re- 
« ceived in any commonwealth, yet, notwithstanding, no Christian 
« man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the commandments 
« Tobich are called moral.” | 

Bishop Bunxer justly observes, © that the moral law obliges 
& Christians as well as Jews, is evident from the whole scope of 
* the New Testament. Instead of derogating from the obliga- 
* tion of any part of that law, our Saviour, after he had affirmed, 
e that he came not to dissolve the law, but to fulfil it, and that 
heaven and earth might bs away, but one tittle of the law should 
% not pass away; he went through a great many of those laws, 
* and shewed how far he extended the commentary he put upon 
them, and the obligations that he laid upon his disciples, beyond 
* what was done by the Jewish Rabbies. All the rest of his Gos- 
6 pel, and the writings of his Apostles agree with this, in which 
* there is not a tittle that looks like a slackening of it, but a great 
« deal to the contrary.” 


BuanET's Exposition of the Articles, p. 105. 


In perfect agreement is the Covrzssiox or FaiTH, of public 
& authority in the CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. *© The moral law doth 
& for ever bind all, as well justified persons as others, to the obedi- 
ence thereof z and that not only in regard of the matter con- 
“ tained in it, but also in respect of the authority of God the 
Creator who gave it. Neither doth Christ in the Gospel any 
way dissolve, but much strengthen this obligation. Although 
true belicvers be not under the law as a covenant of works, to be kl 
thereby justified or condemned, yet is it of great use to them, Ml 
* as well as to others; in ance” as a rule of life, informing them of il 
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yet they can never be exempted from attending to it, 
as a conſtant guide and directory, by which they are 
| to 


& the will of God and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk 
* accordingly, &c. Neither is this use of the law contrary to the 
grace of the Gospel, but sweetly complies with it; the Spirit 
4 of Christ subduing and enabling the will of man to do that 
& freely and cheerfully, which the will of God, revealed in the 


law, requireth to be done.“ 


CoxvrEsslox or FAiTH, chap. xix. sect. 5, 6, 7. 


That eminent reformer CALviNn, than whom there arose not a 
more strenuous defender of the purity of the faith, thus expresses 
himself; © tametsi digito Dei legem scriptam et insculpatam fide- 
les habent in cordibus, bifariam tamen adhuc in lege proficiunt. 
Est enim illis optimum organum quo melius in dies ac certius 

discant qualis sit domini voluntas ad quam aspirant, atque in 
< cjusintelligentia confirmentur. Deinde, quia non sola doctrina, 
5 sed exhortatione quoque indigemus, hanc quoque utilitatem ex 
* lege capiet servus Dei, ut frequenti ejus meditatione excitetur 
ad obsequium, in eo roboretur, a deliaquendi lubrico retraha- 
tur. Quod discernere dum imperiti quidam nesciunt, totum 
% Mogen animose explodunt ; quia scilicet Christianis alienum esse 

arbitrantur adhærere doctrinæ quæ mortis administrationem 
% continet. FacEs8AT LONGE EX ANIMIS NOSTRIS PROFANA 
ISTHEC OPINIo. Manet igitur per Christum inviolabilis legis 
doctrina, quæ nos docendo, admonendo, objurgando, corrigen- 
do, ad omne opus bonum formet ac comparet.“ 
1 CALvini Institus l. ii. c. vii. $ 12, 13, 14. 
So also TugRETIxE, loc. xi. Institut. Theol. q. xxiii. & xi. and 


ce 


4. xxiv. $ vii. 


LUTHER, who made use of many strong expressions respecting 
the believer's deliverance from the law as a covenant, speaks equal- 
ly strong in favour of its continuance as a rule of conduct; “ out 
c of the matter of justification, we ought, with Paul, to think 
«. reverently of the law, to commend it highly, to call it holy, 

righteous, just, good, spiritual, and divine, Yea, out of the 
case of justification, we ought to make a god of it.“ | 

LUTHER on the GALATIANS, p. 182. 


And elsewhere, he says, * there is the righteousness of the law, 
or of the ten commandments, which Moses teacheth ; this also 
% we teach after the doctrine of faith.“ | P. 5. 


We teach, that as the daily study of sanctification is a neces- 
sary exercise to all that are in Christ, so the rule of their direc- 
tion therein is the holy spotless law of God in Christ's hand.“ 
TzaiLL's Doctrine of Fustification Vindicated, p. 285. 

gain, 


C£ 
£c 


66 


1 


to walk. The moral law of God is, in its very na- 


ture, a tranſcript of the divine will ; the Goſpel may, 
and undoubtedly does, more clearly untold its ſpi- 
rituality, and enforce obedience to it from additional 
and powerful motives ; but by no means can it be 
viewed as 1n the leaſt ſuperſeding the binding obliga- 
tion of that law which is holy, juſt, and good. The 


Again, Let him be called by this ugly name (of Antinomian) 
&« that judgeth not the holy law and word of God written in the 
% Old and New Testament to be a perfect rule of life to all be- 
„ believers, and saith not that all such should study conformity 
« thereunto. | | 
TRAILL's Doctrine of Fustification Vindicated, p. 308. 
« Certainly,” says Dr. ManTox, „ the law as a rule is 2 
very great privilege ; and surely Christ did not come to les- 
gen or abolish the privileges of his people. If the law might 
„be disannulled as th new creatures, then why doth the Spirit of 
« God write it with such legible characters in their hearts? 
«& Now that which the Spirit engraves upon the heart, would 
Christ come to deface and abolish ? Clearly then there is a rule 
* and this rule is the law of God, which must be consulted upon all 
« Occasions, if we would obtain true blessedness. TEL Ok hen 
ManTox on the 119th Psalm, vol. 1. p. 3. 
Again he saith, “ Satan would convey poison to you by the 
„ periume of the Gospel, by setting Christ against Christ, his 


4 his kingdom in the world.” | 


Ibid. vol. ii p. 4. 


That the length of this note may not be farther protracted by 
quotations, respecting the use of the law as a rule of life, the 
reader is referred to BooTHh's Reign of Grace, p. 308= 310: and 
Death of Legal Hope, &c. sect. 7. p. 105.—STAFForD's Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of Sin and Grace, passim, particularly, pp. 22. 82. 
194. 434. 440. 528,—BearT's Eternal Law and Lverlasling 
Gospel, pp. 9. 15. 28, &c.—Dickixsox's Letters; let. xvin. 
p. 291,—LE1GHToN's Sermons, 375.—HERvey's Theron and 
Aspasio, vol. ii. dial. ix. p. 34.—Fs5ay on the Moral Law as the rule 
of the Believer's Conduct, in Evangelical Magazine for Nov. 1794. 
p. 196 ; and The Moral Law considered as a Rule of Life to Fe 
lievers, designed as an Antidote to Antinomianisgm, by 8. BUR DER.— 
See also CaEmNniT. Harmon. £vang. cap. ev—ERrA8mi Paraph, 
m Rom. iii.—FLAc. ILLYR, Clavis de Oper. tract vi. 
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law, ſo far from being relaxed, or aboliſhed under 
the Goſpel, is ſtrengthened and enforced. * Do 
& we then make void the law through faith? God 
* forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the law *.” 

e What ſhall we ſay then!“ Shall we trample un- 
der foot the A eee of God's holy law, becauſe 
delivered from its curſe ? or, © ſhall we continue in 
« fin that grace may abound? God forbid, How 
de ſhall we, that are dead to ſin, live any longer 
* therein 4?” 


If conſiſtently viewed, chere appears a beautiful 


connection between the law and the Goſpel. © The 
* 


Goſpel blends promiſes and precepts, privilege and 
50 rewards and obedience together. In ſo do- 

, the conſummate wiſdom of God is diſplayed, 
$6 — the perfection of the Goſpel. diſpenſation 
* manifeſted. The apparent ſeverity of precepts is 
ſoftened by the luxuriancy of promiſes ; and what 
“ is forbidding in the appearance of the former, is 
e counterpoiſed by the aſpect of the latter. We 
be then do no injury to the Goſpel by connecting it 
with the law. We rather give it more glory, ſince 
it requires the ſame obedience in a more ſpiritual 


cc 
« 1 


cc 


cc 


manner, and that from the beſt motives—the love 
gf God?.” 


The whole ſtrain of the New Teſtament autho- 
riſes us to pronounce the law of ſtanding obligation 
and utility under the Goſpel. Thus the Apoſtle de- 
clares, © being not without law to God, but under 


ce the law to Chriſt §;“ intimating, that Gentile 
believers, who were never under the Jewiſh law of 
| ceremonies, are, nevertheleſs, under ſubjection to the 


moral law; not indeed as in the hand of Moſes, and 
ee with the flames of Sinai, but in that of 
their gracious Lord and Maſter, the King of Sion. 


* Rom. iii. 31. ft Rom. vi. 1. 
The moral law considered as a rule of life, by S. BurpzR, 


PP. 41, 42. dei Cor. ix. 21. 
Thus 


( 21 ) 


Thus the believer views the law as in the hands of 
Chriſt the lawgiver of his church ; he conſiders it in 
no wiſe inconſiſtent with, but rather as a part of, his 
Chriſtian liberty and vocation, to yield cheerful obe- 
dience to it, as the inſtrument of the benign govern- 
ment of his Lord, and as an evidence of his willin 
ſubjection unto him, and of his gratitude for ineſti- 
mable benefits received from him. 

Our bleſſed Lord, who came not to deſtroy the 
law, but to fulfil it,“ uniformly enforced its divine 
and excellent precepts upon his difciples, from 
motives the molt cogent, and principles the moſt 
evangelical *. Whilſt he explained its ſpiritual na- 
ture, and removed the falſe interpretation which the 
prieſts and phariſees had put upon it, he, at the iame 
time, enjoined obedience to its injunctions—not, in- 
deed, as a condition of obtaining life, but to glority 
God, to pleaſe their heavenly Father, and to give 
evidence of being his children. And, tell me, what 
motives can more powerfully influence the believer, 
than an impreſſive ſenſe of the Redeemer's dying love, 
and the ineſtimable benefits which he confers? Far 
be it from any to ſay that their “ being juſtified * 
treely by God's grace, through the redemption that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus,” or that their deliverance from 
the curſe of the law, abſolves them from the obliga- 
tion of obeying its commands! Holineſs and obe- 
dience are, in their place, as important as juſtifica- 
tion. Deſtitute of theſe effential branches of reli- 
gion, “no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” 

This is what © the grace of God which bringeth 
ae expreſsly © teaches us, that denying 


„ « His own exposition of the law is a doctrinal establistmment 
4 of it: his obedience is a practical refutation of that error which 
& opposes it: and the writing of 1t in the fleshly tables of the 
heart by his Spirit, is a demonstration of that delight which he 
« takes in the obedience of his 6aints.” 


BugDEn on the Moral Law, P- 39. 
% ungodlineſs 


tw) 


te ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, we ſhould live 
% ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent 
« world *;” this is one great end of the death of 
Chriſt, “ that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


« and purify unto himſelf a 3 people; zealous 
& of good works T.“ 


It is the bounden duty of every miniſter of 


the Goſpel to © ſpeak theſe things, and thus to 


« exhort}.” In ſo doing, we only follow the ex- 
ample which our Lord and his Apoſtles have ſet be- 
fore us ——To avoid prolixity, I ſhall forbear to 
repeat quotations upon this ſubjeQ 5. 

Is it inquired, J/herefore then ſerveth the law 
under the Goſpel, ſeeing that believers in Chriſt 
*© are neither to expect juſtification, nor fear con- 
& demnation from it?“ We may perceive from the 
exhortation of our Lord and his Apoſtles, that the 
law ſerves this important purpoſe, to direct the be- 
liever in every part of duty and obediencel. 

St. Paul ſubjoins his own experience, in illuſtra- 
tion of this truth; and ſhews us that he only enforced 
upon others what he practiſed himſelf. He declares, 
] delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
« $8 then, with the mind, I myſelf ſerve the law of 
& God, but with the fleſh, the law of fin J.“ Now, 
in what other law did the Apoſtle delight, but the 
moral law of God, which was holy, juſt, and good ? 
His renewed mind faw in the law the mirror of the 


® it. . 1 13. + Verse 14. t Verse 15. 
Amongst a variety of passages which might have been men- 


tioned, the reader 1s referred to the following in corroboration | 'of 


this point. Mat. v. 16. & c. xx11. 36—40. Luke, vi. 46. John, 
XV. 12. 14. Rom. xiii, 7—10. Gal. v. 22, 23. Eph. vi. 1—9. 


James, ii 8. John, ii. 3, 4. J. Kei &c- 


| By obeiience here, I mean that which, in its nature, is strictly 
moral. Positive precepts, which are enjoined by the same Jaw- 
iver, and equally demand obedience, are not included within the 
immediate scope of this argument, 
1 Rom, vii. 22. 25, 


divine 


C 30 


divine purity; hence, however remaining depravity 
might oppoſe, he could not but approve of, and de- 
light in, it, and, through aſſiſting grace, yield a cheerful 
obedience to it. And, indeed, were not this the 
Chriſtian's genuine experience, as he could not, on 
the one hand, delight in that law from which he was 
abſolved from obligation to obey, ſo neither, on the 
other, could he, through remaining imperfection, be 
ſaid in any ſenſe to © ſerve the law of ſin;“ for fin is 
a © tranſgreſſion of the law.” But what law? un- 
doubtedly the law of God. But how could he poſ- 
ſibly tranſgreſs a law, unleſs that law retained its 
binding authority over his conſcience !? 

Upon the whole, theretore, we mult join with the 
Pſalmiſt, and ſay, © Blefled is the man whoſe delight 
« is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth me- 
e ditate day and night.“ 

We may, as an Improvement of the ſubject, re- 
mark, 

I. That it is a diſtinguiſhing character of the real 
Chriſtian, that he will love God's law, although de- 
livered from it as a covenant, and that he will hate 
ſin, though freed from the curſe entailed upon it. 

The ſelf-righteous Phariſee, or hypocrite, who talks 
of being juſtified by his obedience to the law, cannot 
really love it; for his heart will ever fecl a repug— 
nancy to its ſpiritual nature, and extenſive demands. 
Every tranſgreſſion will have a tendency to make him 
dread and hate the law ; and thus, through his de- 
luſive expectations, the law will become to "him © the 
ſtrength of ſin, and the occaſion of irritating his 
ſinful corruptions. 

But the believer in Jeſus, who knows that he is 
delivered from the condemnation of the law, will be 
excited to love its divine Author, and, from a prin- 
ciple of love and gratitude, will delight to yield obe- 
dience to it. He will © eſteem all God's command- 
ments concerning all things to be right.“ To ſurh 


an 


( 24 ) 
an one, God's commandments are not grievous,” 
and he will wiſh to © run in the ways thereof with 
enlargedneſs of heart.” Hewill delight ro know and 
to do the will of his Father in heaven; to him the 
Redeemer's “ yoke will be eaſy, and his burden light.“ 
He will deſire to obtain a further acquaintance with 
the holineſs of God ſhining in his law; although the 
more he knows of it the more will he diſcern his 
want of perfect conformity to it. Viewing it as in 
the hands of Chriſt the Mediator, as clothed with 
divine authority and infinite love, and as its beauty 
was exemplified in the Redeemer's life, he not only 
conſents to it, but he delights and exults in it. His 
unfeigned language becomes, © Thy word, O Lord! 
is very pure, therefore doth thy ſervant love it.“ 
O how love I thy law; it is my meditation day and 
night!“ Now this delight in God and his law will 
beget in the believer a hatred of all known fin, and 
an unfeigned deſire to walk in the ways of holineſs : 
At the ſame time he will feel it as an occaſſon of con- 
ſtant complaint and ſorrow, that he is not perfectly 
conformed to the will and law of God as he could 
in,, 

O Profeſſor! is this the caſe with thee? Canſt thou 
indeed ſay, © I delight in the law of the Lord after 
the inner man?“ If thou loveſt God's law, thou wilt 
approve of it, and take pleaſure in it, even though 
it condemns whatever is amiſs ; conformity to it, 
in all reſpects, will then be the conſtant buſineſs 
of thy life. It will be the prayer of thy heart as well 
as of thy lips, “ Lord, incline iny heart to keep thy 
« law. Lord, have mercy upon me, and write all 
e theſe thy laws in my heart, I beſeech thee. — Hence, 
then, we ſee that a true delight in the law of God 
is an unſpeakable bleſſing, 3 

II. We are warranted to appreciate the character, 
and tremble for the ſituation of ſuch as are of the 
works of the law. 


Such 


5 


Such are under the curſe* ; whether they vainly 


hope for life from their l obedience to it, or 


live i in the daring and wilful violation of it. 

The thunderings, and lightnings, and tempeſt, 
which awaited the giving of the law at Mount Sinai, 
are lively repreſentations of that wrath of God, and 
hery indignation, which will finally burſt upon all 
impenitent tranſgreſſors. Upon the wicked will 
© God rain an horrible tempeſt; this ſhall be the 


5 portion of their cup+. Sin, at firſt, deceives the 


tranſgreſſor. Hence he entertains ſuch light appre- 
henſions of its evil nature, and dangerous confe- 
quences; but if grace prevent not, it will aſſuredly 
lay him. The law faith to every tranſgreſſor, Be- 
hold, ye have ſinned againſt the Lord, and be ſure 
your fin will find you out 1. It will aſcertain to him, 
when too late, that its “ wages is death.“ It will teſ- 


tity againſt him before Jehovah's bar, and call for a 


Juſt ſentence of condemnation from the lips of the 
infallible Judge. In that ſolemn day, when © the 
wrath of God ſhall be revealed from heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men,” what 
will the ſinner do, and whither will he flee? Accuſed 
by conſcience, condemned by the law, a ſtranger to 


the bleſſings of the Goſpel, becauſe unacquainted 


with the Saviour, what hope can he indulge ? the 
law broken, the grace of the Goſpel lighted, its ſal- 
vation neglected, and the Saviour of ſinners ſcorned; 
what remains but “ a fearful looking. for of re pt to 
conſume him as an adveriary of God? O! *fc 

% ſider this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you i in 
e pieces, and there be none to deliver.” 

By the terrors and the mercies of the Lord ; by 
his threatenings and promiſes ; by the curſes of the 
law, and the bleſſings of the Goipel ; by the dread of 
hell, and the bops of heaven; by the torments of the 


* Gal, i uli. 10. + Psalm, . 6. 4 Numb. xxxili. 23. 


D da a 


„ 
damned, and the j joys of the redeemed ; voula! per- 
ſuade you, O ſinner ! to *flet from the wrath to come.” 
He that ſinneth againſt me,” ſaith God, © wrongeth 
6 his own ſoul; all they that hate me, Tove death*. 
O! then, cry mightily unto him, who alone is able to 
fave you ; to break the chain of ſin, and deliver you 
trom the curſe of the law ; and hearken to the invit- 
ing voice of the compaſſionate Saviour, who declares, 
* Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
To conclude : Has the Holy Spirit, by means of 


his law, given any of you a humbling ſenſe of the 


evil of your ways? You may receive this as the dawn 
of mercy ; and, when led to inquire after deliverance, 
and to flee from the wrath to come, as an encourag- 


ing token of the good work of his grace begun upon 


Four hearts. 


Some. when firſt convinced of the evil of fin, may 
be apprehenſive that they ſhall not obtain mercy ; but 
this very conviction is rather to be conſidered as the 
method which God makes uſe of to lead the ſinner 


to himiſelf, in whom all mercy dwells. 


Be concerned, then, to look to the ireeneſs of God's 


promi iſes; to prize that Saviour, through whoſe bleed- 


ing wounds forgiveneſs flows even to the chief of ſin- 
ners; and be alſured, chat if, through faith in Jeſus, 
„ou are intereſted in him, the chreatenings of the 
jaw have no more power to condemn you, and God 


bimſelf will ike nh to ſhew mercy unto you. 


Have you reaſon to hope that you are accepted in 
the beloved ; and delivered from wrath through him? 
Give evidence, that though the law hath no more 
power to condemn you, its commands forcibly, yet 
ſweetly, bind you to obedience ; that thus, <* being 
% delivered from the law, and dead to that wherein 
© ye were held, ye may ſerve God in newnels of ſpirit, 
© and uot in the oldneſs of the letter,” 


Prov. viii. 38 00 pus, vi. 37. 
THE END. LE 


— — — — 


